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September 7, 2010

Ms. Bonnie Neely

Chair

California Coastal Commission
45 Fremont Street, Suite 2000
San Francisco, CA 94105-2219

RE: Support for the City of San Diego’s Coastal Development Permit, Rose Creek
Pedestrian and Bicycle Bridge, # 6-10-052, Mission Bay Park

Dear Chair Neely,

The Rose Creek Watershed Alliance (Alliance) is an alliance of organizations formed to help

plan the future of the 23,427-acre Rose Creek watershed that begins on MCAS Miramar and

ends where Rose Creek meets the ocean in Mission Bay. The Alliance was established to help

create a plan to help improve the watershed; that effort became the Rose Creek Watershed

Opportunities Assessment which was accepted by the San Diego City Council in 2008. The

Coastal Conservancy has been the primary funder of the effort to enhance the watershed,

funding the Assessment and two subsequent studies of watershed hydrology and coastal trail

connections. The Alliance has been workingtogeOEAO O1T EAI B EI DI AT AT O OEA 10
recommendations, including complementary recommendations from the Mission Bay Master

Plan.

In that regard, we are writingtourgetheCl | | EOOEIT T O1 0O0O0PDPI OO0 OEA #EOU
application for a Coastal Development Permit to construct a bicycle and pedestrian bridge

over Rose Creek at Pacific Beach Drive in MissionBay.4 EEO AOEACAh PAOO 1T £ OEA
Mission Bay Master Plan, has been a long-sought connection to the path around the bay and
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Mission Bay to the upper Rose Creek Watershed.

A few years ago, some of us had raised concerns about the bridge as the City was doing
planning and design seemingly without consideration of the potential impacts the bridge
could have on another key project in the Mission Bay Master Plan, the recommendation to
restore wetlands at the mouth of Rose Creek adjacent to the existing Kendall-Frost
Northern Wildlife Preserve. We were pleased to see the City recently contract with two
respected firms to do a study of the bridged O D1 @ fteddEe Arilimit the opportunity
to restore the wetlands and are encouraged that the results of that study showed the
proposed bridge would not conflict with the creation of wetlands at the mouth of the creek.
Interestingly, the study also found that restoring wetlands to the mouth of the creek would
reduce the potential of Rose Creek to flood the homes of Pacific Beach residents in the lower
watershed.
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Commission to encourage the City to advance the restoration of the wetlands as also

recommended in the Mission Bay Master Plan. The bridge and wetlands are complementary
enhancements to Mission Bay and the Rose Creek Watershed, providing long-needed

improvements in public safety, public recreation and environmental enhancement.

Thank you for your consideration. Please contact Ann Van Leer at 858-452-2027 or
ann@landconserve.com if you have any questions about this letter.

Ann Van Leer
Convener for San Diego Earthworks
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Friends of Rose Creek
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Deborah Knight
Friends of Rose Canyon
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Brent Banta
Marian Bear Park Recreation Council

hyon Recreational Council
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Randall Stevens
Friends of Mission Bay Marshes

(o et

Kathy Keehan
San Diego County Bicycle Coalition
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Carroll Zahn
Nobel Recreation Council

W%@@

Judith A. Swink
Mission Bay Park Committee

Brooke Peterson
Clairemont Mesa Planning Group
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James A. Peugh
San Diego Audubon

e
Eric Bowlby
San Diego Canyonlands

Cc: Commissioner Patrick Kruer

Commissioner Karen Scarborough

San Diego Mayor Jerry Sanders

San Diego City Councilmember Donna Frye

San Diego City Councilmember Kevin Faulconer
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